The Honorable Bill Shuster The Honorable Peter DeFazio

Chairman Ranking Member

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Shuster and Ranking Member DeFazio:

On behalf of business organizations, chambers of commerce, farms, agricultural and rural groups
around the country, we write to ask that you oppose privatization of our nation's air traffic
control system, which would remove Congressional oversight of this system and put it under the
control of a board of private stakeholders.

We count on Congressional oversight to ensure that our network of 5,000 airports and
communities of all sizes across the country have access to our air transportation system. These
airports, and the aircraft that rely on them, are critical to supporting connectivity for small
businesses and farms which make up the economic backbone of our country, they support
agricultural activity and are integral to food production. They help our utility providers to repair
power lines, assist farms to survey and protect their crops and allow companies to reach plants
and jobsites in remote areas of the country, among many other uses. In fact, each year, the
agricultural aviation industry treats 71 million acres of cropland, out of the 408 million acres of
cropland in the United States.

These airports also help businesses to stay productive—businesses of all sizes, representing a
variety of industries and sectors of the economy, utilize community airports and small aircraft to
more efficiently travel directly from point to point, attend multiple meetings within a single day,
and carry the products and tools they need. In this way, our diverse national aviation system
opens up access to rural areas and small communities, where transportation would otherwise
present a significant barrier to doing business.

And during times of need, general aviation and small airports can be our only lifeline to
communities. In the aftermath of natural disasters, community airports become local command
centers for coordinated recovery efforts and distribution centers for much-needed supplies. Local
airports have been pivotal in recovery efforts following major hurricanes, tornadoes, winter
storms, floods, earthquakes, etc. Most recently, Hurricane Harvey left much of the Gulf Coast
near Houston inaccessible by road as a result of flood damage. General aviation was key to
providing critical supplies to some of the most severely-affected areas.

But separating air traffic control from the FAA and Congressional oversight puts this resource at
risk. It would put questions over taxes and fees, infrastructure investment, even routes and
access, under a board of self-interested stakeholders, where the most powerful voices and the
special interests they represent, call the shots.

Under a privatized system, these powerful few would undoubtedly direct resources and
investments to the largest hub airports and urban areas where these investments would be most
likely to benefit their bottom line, at the expense of other airports and other regions of the



country. They could also shape and influence the system in many other ways to their benefit,
including by leveraging many new fees and taxes, reducing access to airports for lower cost
competitors and impeding access to particular airports.

Rural communities, and the industries and services within them, are the backbone of this
country. They rely on modern transportation and infrastructure, and we all support protecting
that crucial access. But separating air traffic control from the FAA and the oversight of Congress
would harm that crucial access. We urge you to oppose any form of air traffic control
privatization.
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