WHEREAS, general aviation and community airports play an important role in the lives of our citizens,
as well as in the operation of our businesses and farms; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois has a significant interest in the continued vitality of general aviation,
aerospace, aircraft manufacturing, educational institutions, aviation organizations, COMMURILy airports,

and airport operators; and,

WHEREAS, according to the Illinois Department of Transportation's Division of Aeronautics, there are
107 public-use general aviation airports in Illinois, supporting more than 15,582 general aviation pilots

and more than 7,982 aircraft; and,

WHEREAS, according to Federal Aviation Administration data, Illinois is home to 105 repair stations,
14 FAA-approved pilot schools, 3,459 flight instructors, 2,828 remote unmanned aircraft systems
registered pilots, and 3,976 student pilots; and,

WHEREAS, many communities in Illinois support general aviation and community airports for the
continued flow of commerce, aviation education, and travel for tourists and visitors to our state;

THEREFORE, I, Bruce Rauner, Governor of the State of Illinois, do hereby proclaim June 2018 as
GENERAL AVIATION APPRECIATION MONTH in lllinois and encourage all citizens to join in its

observance.
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